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Anglican Evangelism
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whole earth, and didst send thy blessed Son to preach peace to them that are far off 

and to them that are nigh; Grant that all men everywhere may seek after thee and find 
thee. Bring the nations into thy fold, pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten thy 

kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .”   
Book of Common Prayer, Prayer for Mission 
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From Our Vicar 
 

A Look at Anglican Evangelism 
 

s we look at the 
results of 
evangelistic efforts 

in America over the past 
100 years, our hearts are 
filled with disappointment. 
Though many “decisions” 
for Christ were made, these 

decisions did not seem to produce the 
lasting fruit of holiness that should 
accompany commitment to Christ.   
It is time to ask whether we might not be 
using an ineffective evangelistic 
methodology.   Mass evangelism and 
personal evangelism over the past 100 
years have not emphasized the importance 
of the Church and the sacraments.  As a 
consequence, people who often make 
decisions are never incorporated into a 
local church, and many stop attending 
churches after a short while. 

nfortunately, Anglicans are not 
known as a very evangelistic 
people.  In some circles, liberal 

theology has made evangelism 
unnecessary.  Among conservative 
Anglicans, we seem to use the same 
evangelistic techniques that other groups 
use, not realizing that Anglican theology 

should make a profound difference on our 
evangelistic approach. If we look at the 
history of Anglican missions around the 
world, we see that there was a time when 
the Anglican church was the most 
powerful evangelistic force in the world.  

nfortunately, we lost confidence in 
these Scriptural and time-tested 
methods and began to mimic other 

evangelical groups, since their  seemed 
techniques seemed to  be more successful 
in terms of numbers.  In this issue of The 
Anglican Tradition, we begin a study of 
what is unique about Anglican evangelism.   

In our next issue, we will continue 
this study by suggesting practical ways in 
which our unique approach to evangelism 
can be implemented.  Let us pray that in 
the future, God will use the Anglican 
churches to utilize an evangelistic strategy 
that incorporates  people immediately into 
the corporate life of the Church, making 
them worshiping, living members of the 
body of Christ.   

 
Father Toms 

stpaulsbr@aol.com 

 
vwvwvwvwvwvw 

 

The Rev. Dr. S. Randall Toms is the Vicar of St. Paul's Reformed Episcopal Church.  With over 30 years of 
pastoral experience, he has served several congregations in Louisiana.  He holds a B. A. from Louisiana. 

Tech University, a Master of Divinity from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D. in 
English from Louisiana State University.  His doctoral dissertation, Ambivalent Idylls, compared the novels 

of Ellen Glasgow, William Faulkner, and Thomas Hardy.  He and his wife, Bettyna, have one daughter, 
Rebekah, and two grandchildren, Rachel and Bobby.

 
 

A 

U 

U



 

w w w . s t p a u l s b r . o r g   Volume 2 Number 2 – July 2007 | The Anglican Tradition       1 

Anglican Evangelism; 
The Kingdom of God and Baptism 

A Sermon by the Rev. Dr. S. Randall Toms 
Vicar of St. Paul’s Reformed Episcopal Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

he phrase “Anglican Evangelism” makes it seem as 
though there would be a difference between the way 
Anglicans do evangelism and the way that, say, 
Baptists, Methodists, or Presbyterians do evangelism, 

and that is the case. The manner in which Anglicans do 
evangelism should be different from the way that other 
denominations of Christians do evangelism.  Christians are 
grouped into various denominations because of differences of 
doctrine and practice.  We sometimes think that those 
differences would have little or no effect on how we do 
evangelism, but it is my contention that what we believe 
about salvation, the sacraments, and the Church have an effect on the way we do 
evangelism.  Some people seem to think that Christians are united sufficiently in their core 
beliefs so that we can all cooperate in evangelism.  It is thought that our differences in 
what we believe about the sacraments and the Church, for example, have nothing to do 
with our evangelistic methodology.  But I believe that our beliefs on these subjects do 
affect how we do evangelism.  Since Anglican beliefs about salvation, the sacraments, and 
the Church are unique, then necessarily there would be a kind of evangelism that would be 
distinctively Anglican.  
 

or those of who grew up in conservative evangelical 
churches of the 20th century, two images usually 
come to mind when we think of the word 
“evangelism.”  First, there is what has been called 

mass evangelism, the kind associated with some of the 
great preachers and evangelists such as Billy Graham.  
Billy Graham and others present a few basic facts from the 
gospel, and they invite people to “receive Christ.” After 
the person has been “saved” in this manner, he is 
encouraged to join a church and be baptized.  The other 
image that comes to mind is that of a person who shares 
the gospel with another person one on one.  Such a person 
has usually been trained in one of the various evangelistic 
methods such as the Roman Road of salvation, the Four 
Spiritual Laws, Evangelism Explosion, Alpha, or any of 
the other various canned approaches.   
 
In this kind of evangelism, the person presents a few basic 
concepts concerning sin, the death Christ on the cross, and 
the necessity to repent of our sins and believe in Jesus 
Christ.  The person is encouraged to say a prayer 
expressing sorrow for sin, profess his faith in the basic 
facts of the gospel, and receive Christ as Lord and Savior.  
Such approaches teach us that the person has been saved. 

Afterwards, he is encouraged to join a church and be 
baptized.  Again, the soul-winner is thought to have done 
the work of evangelism. 
 

Is this Evangelism? 
These approaches to evangelism have a few things in 
common.  First, there is the idea that the mental acceptance 
of a few propositions is all that is necessary for salvation.  
Of course, one of the problems that arises in this approach 
is determining which propositions are essential in the 
gospel presentation.   Does the person have to express 
belief in the Trinity, the eternal deity of Christ, or the penal 
substitionary atonement.  What propositions are sufficient, 
and who decides, out of all the propositions in the Bible, 
which ones are essential and sufficient to exercise saving 
faith.  The second common characteristic in these two 
methods of evangelism is that they are both highly 
individualistic.  The emphasis is on the individual’s 
personal response to the gospel message.   Evangelism is 
all about getting an individual to say a prayer to receive 
Christ.  If we can persuade a person to do this at the end of 
an evangelistic service, or seated on the sofa in their own 
home, then we have done the work of evangelism. But is 

T 

F 

Philip baptizes the Ethiopian 
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this evangelism?  Now let me say that I believe that some 
of these methods contain parts of evangelistic work.  I 
certainly believe that in evangelism we must share certain 
core thoughts about Jesus Christ and that people must be 
persuaded to believe these truths.  But it is my contention 
that this is only part of evangelism—a very necessary part, 
but only part.  My problem with modern evangelistic 
methods is that they are too truncated--the evangelistic 
methodology is not comprehensive in the Biblical sense.  I 
think the way Anglicans should do evangelism would be 
comprehensive, because it would not only cover these core 
beliefs that are essential, but would also cover other 
essential ingredients of evangelism. 
 

Understanding Evangelism 
In order to understand evangelism, we need to first go back 
to the Scriptures and see what the Bible describes as 
evangelism.  The word “evangelism” itself comes from a 
Greek noun which means “good news.”  The verb form of 
the word means “to announce the good news.”  In the 
strictest sense, evangelism is to announce the good news.  
If we are going to do evangelism, one of the first things we 
need to do is find out what the good news is.  We could 
say, that the good news is actually short and sweet.  We 
could say that the good news is that “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners,” and that would certainly be 
true.  So, if I walk up to a person and say, “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners,” have I done the work 
of evangelism?  You have told the person a key ingredient 
in the gospel message, but isn’t there more to be done?  
Doesn’t the person need an explanation of the words 
“Christ,” “Jesus,” “save,” and “sinners.”  Surely we have 
not proclaimed the gospel message unless we have 
explained in more detail what this verse means.  We could 
say that the gospel message is simply what Paul told the 
Philippian jailer when he asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved” Paul replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved?”  So, if I stand on the street corner 
and shout continually to all who pass by, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved?”, have I done 
the work of an evangelist?  Clearly, I have told them 
something that needs to be heard, but isn’t more needed? 
Don’t they need some information about this “Lord Jesus 
Christ,” who he is and what he came to do?  Don’t they 
need some information about what it means to believe and 
what it means to be saved?  We could say that the gospel 
message is nothing more than Romans 10:9-10.  “That if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and salt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.”  If I tell people just that 
statement, have I done evangelism?  Again, doesn’t the 
person need to know what it means to confess with his 
mouth? What information does he need to know about the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Doesn’t he need to know something 
about the death of Jesus Christ.  All that is mentioned in 
this verse is the resurrection.  There is no mention here of 
the cross, how Jesus died for our sins and all that the 
atonement means.  Is Paul saying, “There was once a man 

named Jesus and he died, but God raised him from the 
dead.  If you believe that, you will be saved.”  Again, 
doesn’t the person need to know something more about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the significance of the resurrection, and 
the meaning of salvation?  We could say that evangelism is 
nothing more than telling people what Paul summarizes for 
us in I Corinthians 15:3-4:  “For I delivered unto you first 
of all that which I also received, how Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures:  and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures.”  We would have to say that that statement is a 
good summary of the gospel message.  If I walk up to 
someone and say, “Christ died for your sins and God 
raised him from the dead,” have I done the work of an 
evangelist?  I have certainly done part of the work, but 
surely, more truth and more instruction is needed.  This is 
one of the dangers of taking a few verses of scripture here 
and there and saying, “This is all that is necessary for 
salvation.”  The Bible is one book, and we have to take 
into account the teachings of the whole book when 
investigating the subject of evangelism, otherwise, we will 
come up with a very truncated view of salvation and of 
evangelism. 
 

The Elements of the “Good News” 
In order to avoid that mistake of limiting the message and 
scope of evangelism, we need to take a look at how these 
words, “good news” and “announcing the good news” are 
used in the New Testament.  The noun for good new is 
usually translated as “gospel”, while the verb is usually 
translated as “preach.”  If we look at some of these 
Scriptural references it will help us to determine what the 
good news is.   
 
A Message about God 
First, we can say that evangelism contains a message about 
God.  It is good news about God and what he has done in 
and through our Lord Jesus Christ.  So often in the New 
Testament the gospel is referred to as the gospel of God.  
The gospel originates with God, and it is about him.  St. 
Paul writes in Romans 1:1 “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.”  
In Romans 15:16, he says, “That I should be the minister 
of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of 
God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be 
acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.  In II Cor. 
11:7, he uses the phrase again, “Have I committed an 
offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, 
because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely?”  
In I Thess. 2:8, he says, “So being affectionately desirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye 
were dear unto us. Whenever we proclaim the gospel, we 
must start with God.  This is very important in our 
generation because most people don’t have a clue about 
God’s character or his attributes.  We are in a missionary 
setting in our country, because so much false information 
is being disseminated about God.  Everyone has their own 
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personal opinion about who God is and what God is like.  
When we are proclaiming the gospel, the first thing we 
have to do is to give people a biblical description of God. 
 
A Message about Jesus Christ 
Second, we can say that evangelism contains a message 
about Jesus Christ.  We read in Acts 5:42, “And daily in 
the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ.”  In Acts 8:35, we find, “Then 
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus.”  If we are going to do 
evangelism, we tell the good news about Jesus Christ, who 
he is and what he came to do.  This word for “preached” is 
used in Acts 17:18, where it is said that Paul “preached 
unto them Jesus and the resurrection.”  Again, we see the 
necessity of proclaiming the good news that Jesus was 
raised from the dead. 
 
A Message of Repentance & Faith 
Third, evangelism contains a message about repentance 
and faith.  In Mark 1:14-15 we have a description of the 
good news being preached by John the Baptist:  “Now 
after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:  
repent ye, and believe the gospel.”  In Acts 14:15, Paul and 
Barnabas said to the people of Lystra, “Sirs, why do ye 
these things?  We also are men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities 
unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and 
the sea, and all things that therein.”  We have not done 
evangelism unless we have told people to turn from false 
religions and to embrace the God who created all things.  
In this verse you see a general message about God, the 
God who created all things, and the necessity of 
repentance. 
 
A Message about Salvation 
Fourth, evangelism contains a message about salvation.  In 
Eph. 1:13, St. Paul described the gospel in terms of 
salvation:  In whom ye also trust, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:  in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promise.”  Of course, when we talk about salvation, we 
have to ask the question, “Salvation from what?”  From 
what are we saved?  The angel told Joseph, “Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins.”  Therefore, as a corollary to this statement, we must 
say that the gospel is a message about sin.  We have not 
done evangelism until we have told people that they are all 
sinners who need to be saved from the guilt, power, and 
condemnation of sin.  The word “salvation” is meaningless 
apart from the word “sin.” 

Hugh Latimer preaching at St. Paul's Cross before the Lord Mayor of 
London in the Reign of Edward VI 

 
 

A Message about the Grace of God 
That point leads in nicely to my fifth point in that 
evangelism contains a message about the grace of God.  In 
Acts 20:24, St. Paul said, “But none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I 
have received of the  Lord Jesus , to testify of the gospel of 
the grace of God.”  Grace is God’s unmerited, undeserved 
favor.  God saves us, not because of anything we have 
done, but because of what he has done through Jesus 
Christ.  We are forgiven for our sins not because of 
anything we have done, but because God loved us in spite 
of what we are and sent his son into the world to save us.  
The gospel is good news about grace. 
 
A Message about the Peace of God 
In connection with point about evangelism containing a 
message about salvation, we must say that evangelism 
contains a message about peace.  In  Ephesians 6:15, St. 
Paul writes, “And your feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace.”  Going back to those verses that dealt 
with announcing the good news, we read in Romans 10:15, 
“How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things.”  Because 
God is a holy and just God, and since we are sinners, we 
are at war with God.  God is a just God who must punish 
us for our sins.  We have hearts that are opposed to God 
and his word.  Jesus Christ came into the world to 
reconcile us to God, to end the war, and bring peace.  
God’s justice is satisfied because Christ died on the cross 
in our place.  The Holy Spirit has created new hearts in us 
that love God and desire above all else to keep his 
commandments.  Thus, we have peace with God.  Part of 
the fruit of that peace with God is that we have peace with 
one another.  Those in the Church, the body of Christ, have 
been reconciled to one another and now live in peace and 
harmony through this change that has been made in us 
through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  
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A Message about the Kingdom of God 
And then, evangelism contains a message about the 
kingdom of God.  In Matthew 4:23 we read, “And Jesus 
went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner 
of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people.”  
Again, in Matthew 9:35, we find, 
“And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people.”  In 
Matthew 24:14, we read, “And 
this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” In Luke 
4:43, we read, “And he said unto 
them, I must preach the kingdom 
of God to other cities also:  for 
therefore am I sent.”  Since, 
according to Jesus, announcing 
the good news has something to 
do with the kingdom of God, it is 
very essential in our und 
erstanding of evangelism that we know the meaning of the 
kingdom of God.  This preaching of the kingdom of God 
continues in the book of Acts.  In Acts 8:12, we read, “But 
when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women.   
 
The Importance of the Church and Baptism 
It is in this concept of the kingdom of God where we find 
that the Anglican approach is the most complete form of 
evangelism.  Part and parcel of this message about the 
kingdom of God are our ideas about baptism and the 
Church.  Baptism and the Church are intimately connected 
with ideas concerning the kingdom of God, and it is here 
where the Anglican form of evangelism excels all others.  
We do not feel that evangelism is complete until the 
person is baptized and made a member of the Church, the 
most visible expression of God’s kingdom here on earth.  
In its most basic form, we can say that the kingdom of God 
refers to God’s rule and reign.  When John the Baptist 
came saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” he meant that the rule and reign of God were going 
to be present on earth in such a way that it had never been 
visible before.   The term, “kingdom of God,” is used in 
several different senses in the New Testament, but in 
whatever sense we are talking about, remember that the 
key feature of the kingdom is the rule and reign of God.  
The kingdom of God has individual and corporate 
dimensions as well as, present and future aspects.  Each 
individual person should accept the sovereign rule and 

reign of God over his life.  But corporate bodies, the 
Church and nations, should accept the sovereign rule of 
God.  The kingdom of God is already present with us.  The 
kingdom of God is present in our hearts and lives.  Jesus 
said in Luke 17:21, “The kingdom of God is within you.”  

That is, the kingdom of God 
is present in all the people 
who recognize his sovereign 
rule in their lives.  The 
kingdom of God is present in 
this world right now in the 
Church.  But there is also a 
future aspect of the kingdom.  
That is why we pray “thy 
kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  Right now, the 
perfect expression of God’s 
kingdom is in heaven, where 
God manifests his glory in its 
full radiance and where all 
the inhabitants perfectly obey 
him.  But we pray that one 
day what is true in heaven 
will be true on earth.  Right 
now, the purest expression of 
his kingdom on earth is in his 
Church.  One day, we will 
say that the kingdoms of this 

world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ.  In Matt. 25:34, we read, “Then shall the King say 
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world:”  In Rev. 11:15, we read, “And 
the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.”  There we see the future aspect of 
the kingdom of God. 
 
But, what I want us to look at especially is this use of the 
term, “kingdom of God,” to refer to the church.  In 
Matthew 16:13-19, we read, “When Jesus came into the 
coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they 
said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto 
them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (continued on 
page 19

 

Part and parcel of this message 
about the kingdom of God are 

our ideas about baptism and the 
Church.  Baptism and the 

Church are intimately 
connected with ideas 

concerning the kingdom of 
God, and it is here where the 
Anglican form of evangelism 

excels all others. 
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John Henry Hobart 

1775 - 1830 

Book Excerpt 

A Companion to Festivals and Feasts 
OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

PRINCIPALLY SELECTED AND ALTERED FROM NESLON’S COMPANION FO THE FESTIVALS  
AND FAST OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND WITH FORMS OF DEVOTION BY 

 

JOHN HENRY HOBART, D.D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of New York Twelfth Edition Ê New York: Stanford and Swords 

1848 
 

St. Michael & All Angels, September 29 
A FESTIVAL 

 

Q. What Account to the Scriptures Give of St. Michael? 
A.  The Scriptures inform us that St. Michael was an 
archangel, who presided over the Jewish nation, as other 
archangels did over the Gentile word; that he had an army 
of angels under his command, with whom he fought with 
the dragon, or Satan, and his angels; and that, contending 
with the devil, he disputed about the body of Moses. 

Q. What Does the Fight Mentioned In the Revelation, of St. 
Michael And His Angels, With the Dragon And His Angels, 
Most Probably Signify? 
A. It is generally supposed that it denotes some eminent 
victory of the Christian Church, by the assistance of these 
ministering spirits, over the power and malice of the devil 
and his angels, who set themselves, with all their force, to 
persecute and destroy the Church. 

Q. What Is Supposed to Be Meant By the Contest About the 
Body of Moses? 
A. It is thought by some that the controversy about the 
body of Moses relates to the controversy about rebuilding 
the Jewish temple and worship; and that this may, in a 
figurative sense, be as fitly styled the body of Moses, as 
the Christian Church is called the body of Christ. In 
support of this supposition it is urged, that the passage of 
St. Jude is cited from Zechariah; where the rebuilding the 
temple is treated of. Others interpret this passage in a 
literal sense, and are of opinion, that St. Michael, by the 
order of God, hid the body of Moses after his death, and 
that the devil endeavoured to discover it, as a fit means to 
entice the people to idolatry by the worship of the body of 
him whom they so much venerated. 

Q. What Is Meant By the Term Angel?  
A. The term angel, in general, signifies no more than a 
messenger or ambassador employed upon the errand of 
another; but in Scripture, and in common way of speaking, 
it is taken for a celestial spirit, employed as a messenger to 
execute the commission of God. 

Q. What Proof Is there of the Existence of Angels?  
A. The clear and  express testimony of Scripture, which 
gives us an account of their appearance to patriarchs and 

holy men  of old, 
establishes, beyond a 
doubt, the existence 
and ministry of angels. 

Q. What Do You 
Observe Concerning the 
Nature of Angels?  
A. Though some of the 
ancient philosophers 
and the primitive 
fathers attributed to 
angels bodies which 
they called ethereal, it 
is the most current opinion of the Christian Church, and 
seems most agreeable to Scripture, that angels are pure 
spirits, invisible and imperceptible to our senses. It 
appears, however, from Scripture, that they have a power 
to assume light and airy bodies, and to appear in a human 
shape.  

Q. What Are the Properties Ascribed to Angels?  
A. Angels are described in Scripture as endowed with 
great understanding and power, much superior to what is 
possessed by man. They are said to excel in strength, in 
knowledge, and in wisdom; and in purity and holiness; 
whence the title holy angels are given to them. They are 
represented as full of wings, to denote the great swiftness 
and activity of their motions. And their office consists in. 
constantly attending upon the great and glorious King of 
heaven and earth, expecting his commands, and ready to 
execute his will. 

Q. Wherein Consists the Ministry of Good Angels?  
A. We are taught that angels are employed by God to ac-
complish the designs of his providence, to declare his 
counsels and will to his Church. By angels most of the 
divine messages were conveyed to the prophets; and the 
birth of John the Baptist, the conception of the blessed 
Virgin, and the birth and resurrection of Christ, were 
announced by angels. We are taught also, that they are 
"ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who 
shall be heirs of salvation;" to protect and succour, to 
comfort, assist, and direct those who, by sincere 
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repentance and faith in Christ, labour to approve 
themselves to their heavenly Master. 

Q. What Has Been the General Opinion of Mankind Con-
cerning Guardian Angels? 
A. It has been an opinion generally received among Jews 
and Christians, and Pagans also, that every man has a guar-
dian angel appointed him by God, to take a special care of 
him and his concerns, both temporal and spiritual. 
Abraham, seems to countenance this opinion, when he 
says to his steward, "The Lord, before whom I walk,  will  
send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way."   David 
seems of the same opinion, when he says, "The angel of 
the Lord encampeth. about those who fear him."    Our 
Saviour seems to refer to this truth in these words, "Take 
heed that ye despise not one of these little ones," these 
humble believers, "for I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father who is in 
heaven."' And, as was before mentioned, their being "sent 
forth to minister to those who will be heirs of salvation," 
supposes them ready to do all good offices to good men,  

Q.   What Are the Particular offices of Good Angels Towards 
Good Men? 
A. Good angels not only protect and deliver good men 
from outward dangers and evils, but also suggest to them 
good thoughts and affections, and excite them to good 
works and actions.    When evil angels assail believers by 
temptations, the good angels are ready to succour and 
strengthen them, that they sink not under these  
temptations.    At the awful hour of death they stand by the 
faithful, ready to comfort and assist them, and to receive 
and conduct their souls to the mansions of the blessed.    
And, finally, when the Son of man shall come in the clouds 
of heaven, with power and great glory to judge the world, 
the holy angels shall attend him; and he shall send them to 
gather his chosen and faithful people, from one end of 
heaven to the other. Q.   Wherein consists the ministry of 
bad angels ? A, Bad angels are employed in trying and 
exercising the righteous; in punishing the wicked, and in 
executing vengeance upon them in another world.'    They 
set themselves in opposition to the glory of God and the 
salvation of mankind;  though they are restrained in the 
exercise of their power. 

Q.  Ought We to Implore the Intercession And Prayers of Good 
Angels ? 
A.   We have no authority from scripture for imploring 
"the intercession and prayers of good angels.    The 
scripture directs us to the mediation alone of Christ Jesus, 
the only  mediator between God and man."    To implore 
the aid of any other intercessors in heaven, but him, would 
derogate from the efficacy of his all-prevailing 
intercession.    To address our prayers to angels and 
departed saints, supposes that they hear us; of course, as all 
men are equally bound to address these prayers to them, 
they must be every where present; and we thus 
blasphemously ascribe to them an attribute of divinity.    
The worship of angels and saints, and of their images, as 
practiced in the Church of Rome, is certainly the most 

criminal idolatry; for it is at 
the time, in the place, in the 
posture, and with every 
other circumstance of 
divine worship; and they 
are addressed in the same 
prayers that are offered up 
to God and the blessed 
Redeemer .' This worship is 
severely reproved by St. 
Paul: "Let no man deceive 
you in a voluntary humility 
and worshipping of angels 
and the worship of images 
is directly contrary to the 
second commandment. 

Q. Why Does the Church Celebrate This Festival?  
A. The Church celebrates this festival in order to express 
her thankfulness to God for the many eminent advantages 
she and her faithful members enjoy from the ministry and 
resistance of good angels. 

Q.   What Instruction Does This Festival Afford?  
A. It should be a subject of lively gratitude to God, and it 
should inspire the most elevated confidence, that he has 
appointed the highest order of his creatures, his pure and 
blessed spirits, to minister to our temporal and spiritual 
welfare; to guide us through life; support us in death; and 
convey us to his kingdom of glory.    And since these holy 
angels constantly observe our conduct, we should ever act 
under the impression, that we are surrounded by the most 
exalted and glorious society; and we should therefore be 
excited to holy awe, and to circumspection, and vigilance 
in all our conduct.    W e should also be excited to imitate 
these blessed spirits in their ready, active, and zealous 
obedience to the commands of their God; and, like them, 
to condescend to the most humble services for the good of 
others, and especially to advance the eternal salvation of 
mankind.    And, lastly, we should endeavour to secure to 
ourselves the ministry of good angels, their protection, aid, 
and support, by continuing holy and faithful members of 
the Church; in communion with which only we can enjoy 
the confidence that we are "heirs of salvation." 

Q. What May We Learn From the Behaviour of St. Michael, 
When He Disputed With the Devil Concerning the Body of 
Moses? 
A. It is said, (Jude 9.) that St. Michael, disputing with the 
devil concerning the body of Moses, durst not bring a 
railing accusation against him. From this behaviour of St. 
Michael we may learn the duty of avoiding the sin of evil 
speaking, the seed of all evil, and the pest of society. 

Q.   Wherein Consists the Nature of Evil Speaking? 
A. Evil speaking consists in divulging any evil which we 
know concerning our neighbour, whether true or false, 
whereby his good name is impaired. We may be guilty of 
this sin by our actions as well as by our words ; for 
significant looks or gestures, will often excite or sanction 
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injurious surmises concerning others: and silence itself, if 
it be affected or mysterious may be as effectual as the most 
envenomed satire. If the charges which we bring against 
any man be false, or doubtful and uncertain, it is calumny 
or slander. If the evidence on which we proceed be 
insufficient, it is rash judgment. And a proneness to blame, 
or censure others, is called censoriousness. 

Q. Is It Never Allowable to Expose the Faults of Our Neighbour 
Which We Know to Be True? 
A. It may be sometimes a duty to expose those faults of 
another which we know to be true ; in order to prevent 
other people from being deceived or injured by him; to 
check his dangerous influence in society; and to fix on vice 
that indignation which is her just due.    But the faults 
which we thus expose should not be merely occasional or 
trivial, but radical and important; and our motive in 
exposing them should be to do good, and not to indulge  an  
uncharitable, envious, or censorious temper.    Except 
when some good purpose is to be answered, we ought not 
to expose even the real faults of others; because we would 
be unwilling that all our own infirmities and errors should 
be exposed to public view.    Real benevolence would lead 
to cover and to conceal, as far as justice and truth will 
permit, the trivial faults of others; and even their more 
serious errors,  if only the result of sudden temptation and 
not of radical depravity. 

Q. How Is the Vice of Evil Speaking Condemned In Scripture ? 
A. The scriptures rank evil speaking among the most 
heinous and infamous vices. "Out of the heart," says 
Christ, "proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, false 
witness, evil speakings." St. Paul ranks backbiters among 
those who are "given up to a reprobate mind," and who, in 
the judgment of God, "are worthy of death." The same 
Apostle puts slanderers and revilers among those who shall 
not "inherit the kingdom of God;" and when he reckons up 
the sins of the last times, evil speakers are in the list of that 
black catalogue.   St. Peter joins evil speakers with malice, 
hypocrisy, and envy—hateful vices which we must lay 
aside entirely, if we desire to advance in spiritual grace and 
knowledge." And St. James assures us, that, however high 
his pretences are to religion, the religion of that man is 
vain who "bridleth not his tongue." 

Q. Is Not the Vice of Evil Speaking A Dishonourable And 
Heinous Vice? 
A. The vice of evil speaking robs our neighbour of what is 
dearer to him than life, his good name and reputation. It is 
a violation of that excellent rule of justice, "of doing to 
others as we wish they should do to us;" and of that Chris-
tian charity which is so forcibly enjoined on us by Christ, 
and which is the distinguishing badge of his disciples. It 
discovers a weak and little mind, which is not able to bear 
the lustre of merit and virtue. To delight in wounding the 
reputation of others, is an evidence of a most unworthy and 
cruel disposition. 
 
 

Q.  What Are the Disguises Under Which This Vice Is often 
Concealed? 
A. This vice sometimes cloaks itself under the appearance 
of friendship, and ushers in its censures by commendations 
and praises. Sometimes it counterfeits a lively zeal for the 
glory of God; a compassionate sense of the faults of our 
neighbour; a love of justice; and a violent and just sorrow 
for the dishonour cast on religion and virtue. When these 
are the real motives which lead us to expose for good and 
necessary purposes the faults of others, they justify our 
conduct: but when they are only the pretences under which 
we conceal an envious, malicious, and revengeful temper, 
so far from justifying, they aggravate the crime of evil 
speaking. 

Q. May We Not, By Encouraging This Vice In Others, Become 
Partakers of the Guilt of It Ourselves? 
A. If we feel pleasure or satisfaction at hearing the faults 
of others unjustly or unnecessarily exposed; if we do not 
endeavour, by every prudent method, to interrupt or check 
censorious conversation concerning others; if we do not 
seek to palliate and extenuate, as far as truth will allow us, 
their faults, and to bring forward all their virtues and good 
actions in order to lessen the force of even the just censure 
that may be cast upon them; we incur the same guilt as if, 
from mean and unworthy motives, we actually exposed the 
faults of others; or as if we unjustly detracted frorm their 
reputation and good name. 

Q. How May We Conquer A Propensity to Speak Evil of 
Others? 
 A.   We shall effectually conquer a propensity to speak 
evil of others, if we are careful to subdue the passions 
which excite and nourish this propensity—our pride, 
which falsely persuades us that we exalt ourselves by 
debasing others, our envy, which makes us look upon the 
happiness of others with an evil eye, and excites us to 
disturb it; and our impertinent curiosity, which is always 
meddling with what does not concern us. And in order to 
conquer this criminal and prevalent propensity, we should 
firmly resolve never to expose the faults of others, except 
when those faults are great and heinous; and when, at the 
same time, some good end is certainly to be answered by 
making them known. ? 

 
 

 St.  Paul’s Reformed Episcopal Church

* Morning Prayer the first Sunday of the month 

225-362-8264 

An Anglican ParishUsing the 1928 Book of Common Prayer

9:30 AM Sunday School  •  10:30 AM Holy Communion* 
 

333 East Chimes Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
Located Outside the North Gates of LSU campus • Inside the Wesley Chapel 

 
Visit our web site at: www.stpaulsbr.org 
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 HOT OFF THE PRESS 
“Corporate Repentance” 

 “Getting Wisdom: God’s Blueprint for Life” 
Ruth Crenshaw • Guest Speaker 

Wife of Dean of Cranmer Theological House 
  

August 3-4, 2007 
Holiday Inn at I-12 & Airline • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Friday 5:30 pm - Saturday 1:00 pm 
 

$35 Registration Includes 
Conference materials, three meals, refreshments, & gratuity 

THIS FEE IS WAIVED FOR CLERGY AND SEMINARY SPOUSES 
 

"Get Wisdom...a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee." • Proverbs 4:5, 9 

ACCOMODATIONS 
Holiday Inn South – Airline & I-12 

Retreat Rate is $89.00 
  

FOR RESERVATIONS 
Call (225) 924-7021 or go on-line to our web site: www.stpaulsbr.org 

 
Specify two double beds or King-size bed 

You may stay an extra night at the same rate 
 

For directions, go to our web site and click on the map for directions. 
 

 

 

You don’t 
want to miss 

this! 

 

ATTEND OUR 2nd ANNUAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

 

To register, go to: www.stpaulsbr.org  

w w w . s t p a u l s b r . o r g   

You don’t 
want to miss 

this! 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
If you have any questions, please contact us at the numbers below 
Charlotte Curtis (225) 261-3436 ccurtis@lsu.edu 
Bettyna Toms (225) 753-1932 monet140@aol.com 

 
Note:  This year, we will have several pre-retreat activities, including a Thursday night reception at the home of a 

St Paul’s parishioner and a Friday morning tour of a St. Francisville plantation, and other points of interest. 

 
St. Paul’s Reformed Episcopal Church • Baton Rouge, LA 
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July 2007  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
       

       
       

       
       

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
       
       
       

   Benedict of Nursia 
(480-547) 

   

       
       
       

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
       
       
       

       
       

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
       

       

St. Mary Magdalene  Thomas A Kempis 
(1380-1471) 

St. James    

       
       
       

29 30 31 
   

   

Mary & M artha   
   
   
   

 
“GOD, who hast made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on the face of 
the whole earth, and didst send thy blessed Son to preach peace to them that are 
far off and to them that are nigh; Grant that all men everywhere may seek after 

thee and find thee. Bring the nations into thy fold, pour out thy Spirit upon all 
flesh, and hasten thy kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.”  Book of Common Prayer, Prayer for Mission 
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Special Days & People to Remember in July 
You can celebrate these days in your private and family devotion, or even in small groups who may like to join together to 
celebrate these special days.  Below, I have listed some of these days for this month, what they are about, and some tips on how 
to make them memorable. On special days, I have given you a little help to explain the emphasis of the days, proper collects, 
and appropriate Scripture readings.  The days with an asterisk (*) are those that the 1928 Prayer Book lists as those that should 
be observed.  The other days are those observed by various parts of the church to be used at your own discretion.  Here is a 
good model to follow for family and private devotions.  It is short, with those people “on-the-go” in mind.  It can be used 
morning and/or evening: Short Scripture Reading, Hymn, Apostle’s Creed, Prayers for ourselves and others, The Lord’s 
Prayer, The Collect. 
 
 

July 11—Benedict of Nursia (480-547) 
Benedict was the founder of the Benedictine Order.  During his life, his founded 12 
monasteries, the most famous of which is the first monastery of Monte Cassino.  His 
rules for living the monastic life are contained in a work which we now know as the 
Rule of St. Benedict.  In 73 short chapters, this work describes how to run a monastery 
and how to be obedient and humble. Benedict was born into a noble family in Nursia.  
As he neared adulthood, he began a search to find the manner of life that he wanted to 
live.  Under the instruction of a monk, Benedict lived in a cave for three years, 
receiving few visitors.  His sanctity became well known, and soon he was encouraged 
by other monks to be their abbot.  His first experience as abbot failed, but eventually, 
he was able to find men of like mind who would follow his rule.  His Rule was used by 

most monastic orders throughout the Middle Ages 
 
[ Scripture Reading: Proverbs 2:1-9  

[ Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love in the hearts of the Saints; 
Grant to us, thy humble servants, the same faith and power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we 
may profit by their examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
July 22—St. Mary Magdalene 
Mary Magdalene is described in the New Testament as a devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ.  The word “Magdalene” refers to her native city, Magdala, which was located 
on the shore of the sea of Galilee.  Though many legends have developed around the 
life of Mary Magdalene, we need not go beyond the Scriptures to know that Mary was 
one who loved our Lord Jesus Christ and sought to serve him.   The Scriptures tell us 
that Jesus cast seven devils out of Mary Magdalene. Afterwards, she was one of the 
women who helped to support financially the ministry of Jesus.  She was present at the 
crucifixion of our Lord Jesus and arose early on that first Easter morning to go to the 
tomb to anoint the body of Jesus with spices.  She was one of the first eyewitnesses of 
the resurrected Christ. 
 
[ Scripture Reading: John 20:11-18 
[ Collect: O Almighty God, who hast called us to faith in thee, and hast 

compassed us about with so great a cloud of witnesses; Grant that we, encouraged by the good examples of 
thy Saints, and especially of thy servant, Mary Magdalene, may persevere in running the race that is set 
before us, until at length, through thy mercy, we, with them, attain to thine eternal joy; through him who is 
the author and finisher of our faith, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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July 24 – Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471) 
Thomas a Kempis was an Augustinian monk from Germany, best known for his work, 
The Imitation of Christ, which has been read by Christians of many generations for 
inspiration concerning how to live a humble life in obedience to Jesus Christ. John 
Wesley and John Newton found great encouragement in The Imitation of Christ.  Though 
The Imitation of Christ was written primarily for monastics, Christians of all kinds have 
found help in the advice Thomas a Kempis gives concerning obedience, humility, 
resisting temptation, and forsaking the world.   Thomas a Kempis spent his life in a quiet 
manner, primarily in devotional exercises and copying the Bible, making at least four 
handwritten copies of the Bible during his lifetime.  
 

 
[ Scripture Reading: Luke 6:17-23 
[ Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love in the hearts of the Saints; 

Grant to us, thy humble servants, the same faith and power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we 
may profit by their examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

July 25--St. James* 
Today we celebrate the feast of St. James, the brother of John.  James is sometimes 
referred to as James the Greater, to distinguish him from the other disciple named 
James, referred to as James the less.  He is also not to be confused with “James the 
brother of the Lord.”    James, along with his brother John, was a fisherman with his 
father, Zebedee.  Jesus called James and John to follow him and they left their nets and 
followed Jesus.  James, along with John and Peter could be said to be part of the inner 
circle of disciples, being present with our Lord at certain events that no other disciples 
witnessed, such as the Transfiguration and Christ’s agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  James was martyred for his faith at the hands of Herod (Acts 12:1-2) 
 

 
[ Scripture Reading: Acts 11:27-12:3 
[ Collect: GRANT, O merciful God, that, as thine holy Apostle Saint James, leaving his father and all that he 

had, without delay was obedient unto the calling of thy Son Jesus Christ, and followed him; so we, 
forsaking all worldly and carnal affections, may be evermore ready to follow thy holy commandments; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

July 29 – Mary and Martha 
Mary and Martha of Bethany were the sisters of Lazarus, the friend of Jesus whom our Lord 
raised from the dead.  Mary and Martha both loved the Lord Jesus Christ and showed him 
great hospitality.  John records for us how Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with oil and wiped 
them with her hair.  Martha demonstrated her faith in Jesus by professing that she knew that 
Jesus was the Son of God, and that God would do whatever Jesus asked of him.  These two 
sisters are remembered as examples of love, faith, and devotion to Christ 
 
[ Scripture Reading: Luke 10:38-42 
[ Collect: O Almighty God, who hast called us to faith in thee, and hast compassed 

us about with so great a cloud of witnesses; Grant that we, encouraged by the good 
examples of thy Saints, and especially of thy servants, Mary and Martha, may 
persevere in running the race that is set before us, until at length, through thy 
mercy, we, with them, attain to thine eternal joy; through him who is the author and 
finisher of our faith, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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August 2007  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 
    

    
Joseph of Arimathea    

    
    

 
“ALMIGHTY God, whose compassions fail not, and whose loving-

kindness reacheth unto the world’s end; We give thee humble thanks 
for opening heathen lands to the light of thy truth; for making paths in 

the deep waters and highways in the desert; and for planting thy Church 
in all the earth. Grant, we beseech thee, unto us thy servants, that with 

lively faith we may labour abundantly to make known to all men thy 
blessed gift of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

Book of Common Prayer, Prayer for Mission 
 

    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
       
       
 Transfiguration of 

our Lord 

     

       
       
       

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
       
       
 Jeremy Taylor  St. Mary the Virgin    
       
       
       

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
       
       
 Bernard of Clairvaux    St. Bartholomew the 

Apostle 

 

       
       
       

26 27 28 29 30 31  
       
       
  St. Augustine of 

Hippo 

  St. Aidan, Bishop of 
Lindisfarne (651) 
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Special Days & People to Remember in August 
 
 

August 1--Joseph of Arimathea 
Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy man who was described as a secret disciple of 
Jesus (John 19:40).  He may have been a member of the Sanhedrin.  Though Joseph 
was a secret disciple, he was brave enough, showing more courage than some of the 
other disciples,  to ask for the body of Jesus after the crucifixion in order to give the 
Lord a proper burial in one of his own tombs.  He and Nicodemus prepared the body 
of Jesus for burial (John 19:38-9) 
 
[ Scripture Reading: Luke 23:50-56 
[ Collect: O Almighty God, who hast called us to faith in thee, and hast compassed us 

about with so great a cloud of witnesses; Grant that we, encouraged by the good 
examples of thy Saints, and especially of thy servant, Joseph of Arimathea, may 
persevere in running the race that is set before us, until at length, through thy 
mercy, we, with them, attain to thine eternal joy; through him who is the author and 
finisher of our faith, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

ut 
 

6-Transfiguration of our Lord* 
The Scripture tells us that Jesus took Peter, James, and John to high mountain, 
and he was transfigured before them.  His face did shine as the sun, and his 
raiment was as white as the light.  Moses and Elijah came and stood beside him, 
signifying that Jesus was the fulfillment of both the law and the prophets. A 
cloud of glory overshadowed the Lord, and a voice was heard saying, “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;  hear ye him.” The Apostle Peter 
recalled this event years later when he wrote his second epistle:  “For he 
received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice 
to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with 
him in the holy mount” (II Peter 1:17-18).  The Transfiguration strengthened 
our Lord in the light of his approaching death, and also strengthened the faith of 

the disciples who saw in this event a foreshadowing of his resurrection and exaltation.  
 
 
[ Scripture Reading: Luke 9:28-36 
[ Collect: O GOD, who on the mount didst reveal to chosen witnesses thine only-begotten Son wonderfully 

transfigured, in raiment white and glistening; Merficully grant that we, being delivered from the 
disquietude of this world, may be permitted to behold the King in his beauty, who with thee, O Father, and 
thee, O Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amen. 

  



14     Volume 2 Number 1 – March 2007 | The Anglican Tradition  w w w . s t p a u l s b r . o r g  

August 13 – Jeremy Taylor 
Jeremy Taylor was an English bishop, theologian and devotional writer.  Educated at 
Cambridge, he was made a royal chaplain by Archbishop Laud. During the Puritan revolution, 
he was ejected from his office.  He is best remembered for his Rule and Exercises of Holy 
Living (1650), and Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying (1651).  He was made bishop of Down 
and Connor, to which the diocese of Dromore was later added.  A brilliant writer, one of his 
prayers for the sick is included in the Book of Common Prayer:  A Prayer which may be said 
by the Minister in behalf of all present at the Visitation: O God, whose days are without end, 

and whose mercies cannot be numbered; Make us, we beseech thee, deeply sensible of the shortness and 
uncertainty of human life; and let thy Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days: that, when we 
shall have served thee in our generation, we may be gathered unto our fathers, having the testimony of a good 
conscience; in the communion of the Catholic Church; in the confidence of a certain faith; in the comfort of a 
reasonable, religious, and holy hope; in favour with thee our God, and in perfect charity with the world. All which 
we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” 
 
[ Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:42-47 
[ Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love in the hearts of the Saints; 

Grant to us, thy humble servants, the same faith and power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we 
may profit by their examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
August 15—St. Mary the Virgin 
Though yielding to the will of God meant scandal, Mary, the mother of our Lord accepted her mission by saying, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.”  After giving birth to our Savior, Mary 
nurtured her son and accompanied him and ministered to his needs after he began his public ministry.  She was with 
our Lord when he was crucified and with the disciples when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of 
Pentecost.  She remains an example of an obedient servant of God who humbly accepted the will of God for her 
life. Scripture Reading: Luke 1:46-55; Collect: O Almighty God, who hast called us to faith in thee, and hast 
compassed us about with so great a cloud of witnesses; Grant that we, encouraged by the good examples of thy 
Saints, and especially of thy servant, Mary, the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, may persevere in running the race 
that is set before us, until at length, through thy mercy, we, with them, attain to thine eternal joy; through him who 
is the author and finisher of our faith, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

August 20 –Bernard of Clairvaux 
In the New Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, M. Herold writes: St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux (Bernardus Clarævallis) is one of the most prominent personalities of the 
twelfth century, of the entire Middle Ages, and of church history in general. He gave a new 
impulse to monastic life, influenced ecclesiastical affairs outside of monasticism in the most 
effective manner, and contributed not a little toward awakening an inner piety in large circles. 
As he knew how to inspire the masses by his powerful preaching, so also he understood how to 
lead individual souls by his quiet conversation, to ease the mind, and to dominate the will. It 
was said in his time that the Church had had no preacher like him since Gregory the Great; and 
that this was no exaggeration is proved by Bernard's orations, which in copiousness of thought 
and beauty of exposition have few equals. Revered by his contemporaries as saint and prophet, 

his writings, which belong to the noblest productions of ecclesiastical literature, have secured him also a far-
reaching influence upon posterity. Praised by Luther and Calvin, “Bernard's name has retained a good repute 
among Protestants, though he represented many things which the Reformation had to oppose.” We still sing hymns 
that come from Bernard, such as “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” and “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee.” 
 
[ Scripture Reading: John 15:7-11 
[ Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love in the hearts of the Saints; 

Grant to us, thy humble servants, the same faith and power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we 
may profit by their examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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August 24—St. Bartholomew the Apostle* 
Bartholomew is mentioned in the list of apostles, but nothing certain is known about 
him other than that he was one of the twelve.  Some think Bartholomew and Nathanael 
are the same person.  According to Church tradition, Bartholomew made a missionary 
journey to India.  He is credited with introducing the gospel to Armenia, and is said to 
have been martyred by being flayed alive and crucified head downward.  
 
[ Scripture Reading: Luke 22:24-30 
[ Collect: O ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who didst give to thine Apostle 

Bartholomew grace truly to believe and to preach thy Word; Grant, we beseech 
thee, unto thy Church, to love that Word which he believed, and both to preach 
and receive the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

August 28—St. Augustine of Hippo 
Augustine is one of the greatest theologians of the Western Church.  As a young man, he 
was attracted to Manichaeism and Neoplatonism, but due to the prayers and influence of 
his mother, Monicca, he became a Christian.  He was baptized by Ambrose, the bishop 
of Milan in 387. His autobiography, called the Confessions, is one of the great spiritual 
classics of Christianity.  Another of his great works is The City of God, written as the 
Roman Empire was beginning to crumble at the hands of the Visigoths.  In The City of 
God he writes: "Two cities have been formed by two loves: the earthly by love of self, 
even to the contempt of God, the heavenly by the love of God, even to the contempt of 
self. The earthly city glories in itself, the heavenly city glories in the Lord. . . . In the 
one, the princes, and the nations it subdues, are ruled by the love of ruling; in the other, 
the princes and the subjects serve one another in love." 
 
[ Scripture Reading: Hebrews 12:22-29 
[ Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love 

in the hearts of the Saints; Grant to us, thy humble servants, the same faith and 
power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we may profit by their 
examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

August 31—St. Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, 651 
According to the New Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, “When Oswald, king of Northumbria 
(634-642), wished to introduce Christianity into his dominions, he applied to Seghine, abbot of Iona, for 
missionaries, and a certain Corman was sent, who soon returned, declaring it was impossible to Christianize so rude 
a people. Aidan, then a monk of Iona, suggested that Corman had failed to adapt his teaching to their needs and had 
expected too much, forgetting the Apostle’s injunction of “milk for babes.” Whereupon Aidan was at once ordained 
and sent to Oswald in Corman’s place (635). He established himself on the island of Lindisfarne, near 
Bamborough, brought fellow workers from Ireland, and founded a school of twelve English boys to provide future 
priests. Consistently exemplifying in his daily life the doctrines he taught, he gained great influence with Oswald 
and, after his death, with Oswin, king of Deira, while the people were won by his mildness, humility, and 
benevolence. He could not preach in the Saxon language at first and Oswald acted as interpreter. His work in 
Northumbria was continued by Finan. All information about Aidan comes from Bede (Hist. eccl., iii. 3, 5-17, 26), 
who praises him and tells marvelous stories about him.” 
 
[ Scripture Reading: I Corinthians 9:16-23 
[ Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the flame of thy love in the hearts of the Saints; 

Grant to us, thy humble servants, the same faith and power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we 
may profit by their examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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September 2007  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
 
 
 

 
DEARLY beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour Christ saith, None can enter into the Kingdom of God, except he be regenerate and born 
anew of Water and of the Holy Ghost; I beseech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous 

mercy he will grant to this Child (or Person) that which by nature he cannot have; that he may be baptized with Water and the Holy 
Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy Church, and be made a living member of the same. 

 
Book of Common Prayer, the Ministration of Holy Baptism 

  

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
       
       
       
       
       

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
       
       
    Cyprian, Bishop of 

Carthage (258) 
  

       
       

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
       
       
   Ember Day  Ember Day Ember Day 
       
     St. Matthew the Apostle  
       
       

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
       
       
   Lancelot Andrewes, 

Bishop of Winchester 
(1626) 

  St. Michael and All  
the Angels 

       
       

30 
 
 
St. Jerome, Priest & Monk of 

Bethlehem (420) 
 
 
 

 
“O ALMIGHTY God, whose compassions fail not, and whose loving-kindness reacheth unto the world’s end; We give thee 

humble thanks for opening heathen lands to the light of thy truth; for making paths in the deep waters and highways in the 
desert; and for planting thy Church in all the earth. Grant, we beseech thee, unto us thy servants, that with lively faith we 
may labour abundantly to make known to all men thy blessed gift of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

 
Book of Common Prayer, Prayer for the Increase of the Ministry 


